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APRED

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

- Where is the data on the platform coming from?

- Is the platform going to be updated moving forward?

- How often will information on the platform be updated?

- How did you calculate the Disaster Resilience Index?

- How can | use the information on the Disaster Resilience Index?

- How did you determine vulnerable businesses?

- Can we get information on particular businesses that are vulnerable within a
county?

- Can | view information on the platform according to cities within a county?

- Why is the platform not showing that agriculture is vulnerable to natural disasters?
- Why are you not taking off the older information from the 1960s from the
platform?

- Can we get data for the communities within a county?

- Can we request more information to be added to the platform?

Where is the data on the platform coming from?

Our data sources are StatsAmerica, American Community Survey (ACS), County Business
Patterns, FEMA, NOAA, and US Economic Development Administration (EDA).

Is the platform going to be updated moving forward?

Yes. The platform will be maintained by the engineering team at Indiana Business Research

Center — the same team that maintains StatsAmerica.
https://ctil.iu.edu/projects/apred-landing/docs/faq/#data-source 1/5


https://ctil.iu.edu/projects/apred-landing/

6/23/2021 APRED (Analysis Platform for Risk and Expenditure in Disaster) | Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

How often will information on the platform be updated?

The FEMA data is updated daily. The NOAA data is updated monthly. The ACS and County
Business Patterns data are updated yearly. And the EDA data is updated as we receive the
files.

How did you calculate the Disaster Resilience Index?

The measures are calculated using data from the Census, American Community Survey, and
other large data sources maintained by StatsAmerica. In general, each individual measure is
the percentile within the relative range for the individual measure across all counties for a
given year. The categories are calculated by averaging all of the requisite individual measures.
Overall resilience is the sum of the category values. The methodology used for disaster
resilience is based on Cutter et al. 2010.

How can | use the information on the Disaster Resilience
Index?

The information can be used to make an assessment of the overall disaster resilience for the
county. We have provided visual comparisons for the state and the nation with each individual
measure. Resilience is not absolute and it is important to remember that the values presented
are relative to other counties.

For example, the measures are not meant to direct action towards influencing the actual data
fields that comprise the measure. The measures are meant to be reflective of larger patterns
within the community that contribute to the overall resilience. In many cases - like
educational equity, which measures the ratio of persons with more than a high school degree
to those with a high school degree -- there are latent factors that contribute to an increase in
the measure that a community may consider in order to improve the overall resilience. Some
latent factors include the attractiveness of the community to new businesses with higher-
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paying jobs, availability of social programs that can increase the ability of differently
advantaged students to continue with educational pursuits, and even the availability of public
transportation.

How did you determine vulnerable businesses?

To calculate the BVI, we isolated businesses by NAICS code from the U.S. Census' most
recent County Business Patterns based on their vulnerability to a natural disaster (farmers,
transportation companies, etc.). Businesses that were identified to be especially vulnerable to
a disaster are: dependent on supply chains, have a high reliance on public utilities like water
and electricity, or have a large infrastructure footprint and low infrastructure mobility.

Can we get information on particular businesses that
are vulnerable within a county?

The information on business vulnerability is being presented according to business sectors
only.

Can | view information on the platform according to
cities within a county?

Information on the platform is at the county level. Please visit www.statsamerica.org to
explore more relevant datasets.

Why is the platform not showing that agriculture is
vulnerable to natural disasters?

Some sectors within agriculture are vulnerable to natural disasters. For example, livestock
farming is potentially affected by flooding and tornados.
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Why are you not taking off the older information from
the 1960s from the platform?

Some of our data sources go back a long way and, in the interest of transparency and giving
the full picture, we opted to ingest as much data as possible when building the platform.

Can we get data for the communities within a county?

We are presenting the data at the lowest level (county) in which we have all of the available
data within the platform.

Can we request more information to be added to the
platform?

Yes, we are open to adding information to the platform where it may be necessary or useful to
end users. In an attempt to not duplicate or replicate other tools that are available (e.g. in
StatsAmerica) we also link to other useful tools within our platform.

If you have questions or suggestions, please contact ctil@iu.edu

Back to Top of Page
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This publication was prepared by the CTIL and IBRC at Indiana University using federal funds
awarded to the Trustees of Indiana University and as a sub-component under award number
ED17HDQ3120040 from the U.S. Economic Development Administration, U.S. Department of
Commerce. The statements, findings, conclusions, and recommendations are those of the
author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Economic Development
Administration or the U.S. Department of Commerce.
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